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STEPHEN VINCENT BENET 
"I am sorry not to be able to give you a statement— 
or much of a statement—about creative writing. There 
are so many kinds—so many different people—it is 
hard to fit them all. I do think you have to work at it. 
I do think you have to learn your trade. I know of no 
royal road, no magic secret, no set of tricks you can 
learn in six easy lessons. . . . I think also there are so 
many things in this country that have not been touched 
in writing. I hope they will be touched, and by people 
like yourselves. 
"I remember my visit to Ames with very real pleas-
ure. . . . Of course I'd be delighted to be guest-editor 
and I can only apologize for not having a more formal 
and weighty statement to make." 
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